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[Music] so [Music] the news department of pacifica radio in los angeles presents it isn't really war a look at 
human rights in el salvador in 1981 [Music] ah since the fall of 1979 the u.s government has become 
increasingly involved in el salvador it was then that a military coup displaced the prior military regime and 
promised that after 50 years of armed forces rule the time had come to make basic social and political 
reforms but within a few months the moderate civilians that had initially supported the new junta had for the 
most part left the government saying that power still remained in the hands of the military right wing popular 
dissent grew so did the street demonstrations and so did the repression and the consequent imprisonments 
and murders but the united states stayed committed to that government in junta saying it was a center force 
between the extreme right and the extreme left as the peaceful channels for dissent were systematically 
sealed off a guerrilla war burgeoned civil liberties were suspended curfew was imposed so was martial law 
the universities were closed fighting broke out throughout the country and the united states nearly tripled its 
military assistance to el 
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tripled its military assistance to el salvador then in early 1981 after a general offensive by the guerrillas left a 
number of rural areas outside of the control of the government and even more military aid from the us was 
being offered the american ambassador to el salvador robert white spoke out against administration policy 
he suggested that president reagan was wrong in searching for a military solution to the problem that 
negotiations and mediation might be a better way to solve the conflict robert wright was then immediately 
fired by secretary of state alexander haig who announced that the new administration was drawing the line 
against revolution in the hemisphere right through el salvador the new u.s ambassador to that country is 
dean hinton arriving in may of 1981 hinton reaffirmed total u.s support for the military government in el 
salvador and the ambassador says that the american people should be ready to support the salvadorian 
junta because it is committed to improving its human rights record this program focuses in on the current 
state of human rights in el salvador you'll hear ambassador hinton as well as the salvadorian catholic church 
and the el salvador human rights commission the latter two agencies claim that never in history has the state 
of human rights been so dismal as it is today in el salvador the u.s ambassador disagrees saying things are 
only getting better and the ambassador interviewed by pacifica radio in san salvador argues that the 
salvadorian junta that only one month before decorated chilean general augusto pinochet with a medal of 


honor should be supported because it is in fact carrying out revolutionary reforms while at the same time 
serving as a bulwark against what the administration sees as an international plot to destabilize central 
america [Music] u.s ambassador to el salvador dean 
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u.s ambassador to el salvador dean hinton the united states is supporting a revolutionary government in el 
salvador a government that is carrying out the most far-reaching reforms that anyone has tried in 50 years in 
the agrarian reform section turning land over to the campesinos taking it away from others which is a difficult 
business at best a government that has nationalized the banking system a government that has established 
national export marketing boards for their two principal exports coffee and sugar that government is under 
attack from what i would call leninist forces the extreme left who are not satisfied with the reforms that are 
being carried out but these revolutionary changes that have been carried out under attack by the extreme left 
supported by havana and by countries that have close friendship with the soviet union there are arms that 
are being used by the insurgents that have come from such unlikely places as ethiopia bulgaria vietnam to 
name just a few and we are here to try to see that this government will not be overwhelmed by that kind of 
extreme leftist pressure directed by havana and supported by moscow in may of 1981 nearly 100 000 people 
demonstrated in washington against u.s involvement in el salvador the administration has been threatened 
with the violation of the war powers act because the pentagon has sent more than 50 u.s military advisers to 
el salvador without congressional approval el salvador as a new vietnam is not a popular cause in the united 
states consequently the administration has begun to promise that the american supported junta will 
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that the american supported junta will soon organize free in democratic elections maybe in 1982 or maybe in 
1983. once that is on the agenda the guerrilla war will presumably disappear again ambassador hinton well 
i'm hoping that the levels of violence will drop off i'm hoping that the guerrillas now that they see that they 
have no chance will come back into the society and operate through traditional political means participate in 
a political process be citizens of el salvador that's one of the reasons why i think elections offer some hope 
for a peaceful political solution but i repeat if the level of violence doesn't drop off if the arms continue to 
come in from havana or from managua and you know there is a civil war to overthrow a reformed reform- 
minded revolutionary government we will stay with the salvadoran people and government as long as they 
want us the ambassador has said that one of the factors that will permit election is that in the eyes of the u.s 
government the opposition guerrillas had already been practically defeated but then dean hinton goes on to 
say that the elections after all may not be so free and democratic because of the fact that the government 
has lost control of parts of its national territory to the very same guerrillas and i am hopeful that by the time 
elections are scheduled next march that it will be sufficiently under control so that elections can indeed 
proceed in relative tranquility now i agree with you that the guerrillas are very strong in some parts of the 
country like morrison and chalitanga and it may be that there will be small limited areas of the country where 
elections will not be possible 


00:08:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=d1 TiuZIGZ5E&t=480s 





be possible we'll just have to wait and see i am not a one who can foresee easily the course of the civil war 
but i certainly don't think you can find a quote of mine that says that i believe it is almost over as the 
ambassador hints and as other foreign press reports confirm the guerrillas of the fardo bunda marti national 
liberation front control vast sectors of the rural provinces of mortasan and chalatenango pacifica spoke to 
miguel monsere of the el salvador human rights commission and he said it is precisely the strength of the 
guerrillas and the support they find among the rural population among the peasants that has led the 
salvadorian government to carry out large ground attacks and aerial bombardments against the peasants in 
an attempt to dry up support for the guerrillas the samurai army was making big military operation in the area 
of the border so all those refugees were peasants all of them and were just threatened by the army i mean 
they knew that if they were going to stay in the village they're mostly going to they were mostly going to be 


killed because they perfectly knew about the methods that the sivan government is using in its counter 
insurgency war that means bombing that means from helicopters and planes that means bombing with 
cannons and mortars to villagers and and that means also trying to eliminate what the government consider 
as being the political basis of korea in the countryside this is the peasantry one of the most outspoken voices 
against the salvadorian and u.s government's policies has been that of the catholic archdiocese of san 
salvador archbishop oscar arnolfo romero who had become a symbol of resistance to the regime in fact was 
gunned down while saying mass in the spring of 1980 
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mass in the spring of 1980 but his work continues with the archdiocese legal aid office the director of that 
church office roberto cuellar agrees with the salvador human rights commission and speaks of the effects 
that the aerial bombardments have had on the population in the latter part of 1980 the bombardments began 
to seriously affect the civilian population the armed forces and air force began their strikes unannounced and 
this of course was aimed at the civilian population i think that most of the population has already fled the rural 
areas under attack in the last four months of 1980 we registered approximately 4 thousand victims of these 
bombardments and that's why we have this phenomenon of the refugees leaving the country and the 
misplacement of thousands of people inside the country these people are flooding the refugee camps being 
operated by the church and the humanitarian organizations like the green cross the massive military 
campaigns conducted in the countryside described by both the human rights commission and the 
archdiocese legal aid office have according to those agencies caused the mass immigration of hundreds of 
thousands of salvadorians from their homeland many of them seeking refuge across the border in honduras 
others traveling as far as the united states and while ambassador dean hinton concedes that the repressive 
military operations might be one factor in causing such mass immigration the ambassador prefers to point 
the finger at overpopulation as the main cause one of the basic facts 


00:12:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=d1 TiuZIGZ5E&t=721s 





as the main cause one of the basic facts about el salvador is the tremendous population pressure on the 
land the population density in relation to arable land is the highest in continental latin america in the western 
hemisphere there's some islands in the caribbean with higher population densities and for the past 20 or 30 
years there has been immigration from san salvador into central america into the united states south to 
panama now i think myself that it has increased in the last few years because there's no question where you 
have a civil war where you have a high degree of violence where you have terrorism where you have now a 
very weak economic situation people if they can many of them will try to move on now refugees and 
displaced persons as a result of the war i don't know what the numbers are in refugee camps outside of 
salvador i don't think that they're all that large they're in the tens of thousands which is not good and within el 
salvador there's something now like 150 000 solid iranians that are in displaced persons camps people who 
have had to flee from zones of insurgent or military activity during its first year in power the salvadoran 
military junta was accused by amnesty international of killing more than ten thousand civilian opponents the 
el salvador human rights commission says the figure is closer to thirteen thousand but the problem of human 
rights in el salvador didn't come to the attention of u.s public opinion until last december 4th on that day the 
raped and mutilated bodies of four american women missionaries were found in a shallow grave near the 
capital of san salvador they 
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near the capital of san salvador they had been reported missing two days earlier the u.s government was 
forced to suspend all military aid a presidential panel flew to el salvador to investigate and then returned to 
washington it said that the press reports claiming that the military itself was involved in the murders may 
have been true under u.s pressure the salvadorian junta was reorganized a civilian by the name of jose 
napoleon duarte was appointed president by the military ironically at the same time the few remaining 
moderate military men were squeezed out of power the new christian democratic president promised he 


would get to the bottom of the murders twelve days after the bodies of the four missionaries were uncovered 
the united states resumed military aid the next month it was doubled but with president duarte a bonafide 
christian democrat now in the presidency the united states could assure its own population and the world as 
well that our new allies were committed to improving human rights so that another incident like the rape 
murder of the nuns and missionaries would never occur again roberto cuellard of the catholic legal aid office 
the duty of the legal aid office is to publicize objective facts of the situation independent of whether the u.s 
embassy wants to recognize those facts or ignore them we continue our work and have here the latest 
reports from january 15th of this year till june 15th i can tell you that these figures that we have gathered 
were just broadcast last week by vatican radio in rome and as i was saying from january through may we can 
document 8 316 killings by the security forces a large number of these peasants of these peasants 
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these peasants of these peasants ironically it's the peasants who are supposed to be benefiting from the 
government's agrarian reform but we show 3 65 peasants murdered just in that period and we show 1054 
deaths taking place during curfew hours when only the armed forces are allowed out these murders were 
also perpetrated by the death squads who most of the time are accompanied by soldiers these victims were 
taken out of their homes and right and executed or decapitated the american ambassador hinton made some 
declarations in the month of june about improvements he can say he's been in el salvador only since may 
well we can tell you the ambassador this that just between june 1st and june 15th our office has reported 475 
deaths most of them pesets but also students workers and teachers and businessmen and we have also 
registered 100 cases of people killed during the cure few hours and most alarming most of these victims 
have been decapitated and remember only the security forces are allowed to circulate during the curfew the 
repression is very heavy uh the human rights commission of el salvador has accounted for the fourth first 
month of this year that means january february march and april like 7 800 people being killed by security 
forces in the army that's about what 60 a day or something that's about even more than 60 a day it's and 
even the information we get as human rights commission is very limited i mean the main information we get 
are coming from new newspapers 
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coming from new newspapers who are i mean if you read newspapers from el salvador every day you have a 
whole page a whole page about the bodies being found that day in the streets of the main cities of the of the 
country like san salvador and miguel santana and when the government says they were all guerrillas i mean 
it's i mean if the government if they actually were all your ears there won't be any more gorilla in the country 
from january 1980 to the end of april uh 81 they've been exactly more than 20 000 people being killed this is 
the point that if you say now if they killing seven or close to eight thousand people in four months in one year 
they will kill 24 000 people 24 000 people in the server it's something half a percent of the total population of 
the country that would be like killing one million people in the united states these figures are only partial ones 
because they affect only the deaths that the legal aid office can document i think there are many more 
deaths in the countryside and we only register the murders we fully document i want to remind the u.s 
government that since the coup of 1979 and the installation of power of the new junta we have registered up 
till march 1981 800 cases of people who disappeared after being arrested this contrasts sharply with the 14 
previous years of military rule where we documented 205 cases of disappearance in other words the four 
previous regimes that the u.s said violated human rights 
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that the u.s said violated human rights were responsible for 205 disappearances while this u.s supported 
government is responsible for 800 disappearances many of the killings and murders in el salvador have been 
carried out by the escuadrones de la muerte the paramilitary death squads the u.s ambassador claims that 
the death squads are independent right-wing groups that operate beyond the control of the government but 
that president duarte is committed to putting an end to their activity monster day of the human rights 


commission the the question of talking about the government of el salvador trying to control its own security 
forces for us it's it's close to a joke uh if you can allow me that word because what we think is that the 
security forces who's controlling who i mean for us duarte and the christian democrats as we can see what's 
happening daily in el salvador are not really ruining the country the people ruling the country are the military 
and duarte and its christian democrats are just being using as a as a front for the outside mainly for the 
american conception i guess and the military already in country and the military are the people responsible 
directly responsible of the repression and directly responsible of the actuation of the secretive forces that is 
namely the minister of defense coronel garcia that squads as something independent doesn't exist death 
squads in el salvador are actually uh composed by national guards and national police and also sometime 
from by people from ordain which is a kind of rightish organization used as a 
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kind of rightish organization used as a popular base for the army and under the the orders of offices of the 
army the national guard or the national police and non-rightish people but they actually are composed by 
national guards and sometimes you know like national guards doing extra house of work after the daily eight 
house job i don't know how you know sometimes they may be too tired to take out the uniform so they just 
act as uh es cuadron de la muerte in plain national guard uniforms or somebody being captured by national 
girls in plain uniform would be found dead with a sign around the next thing well unfortunately we have 
proven that in almost every case where the paramilitary groups or death squads have violated human rights 
they have been accompanied by the armed forces this was the case in the murders of the leaders of the 
democratic revolutionary front and in the killing of archbishop romero our church legal aid office has 
documented at least 400 actions where the right-wing squads have received direct support from the security 
forces if the government wants to get rid of the death squads it would have to purge the armed forces and 
police unfortunately when soldiers are found working in the death squads like in the case of the shooting of 
27 civilians in monte carlo on april 7th the worst thing that happens is that they are expelled from the army 
this really gives the license to continue the activities up till now only one soldier connected with these groups 
has been arrested and that in connection with the murder of two american agreement reform advisors so 
only when americans are the victims of aggression 
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americans are the victims of aggression does the united states state department exert any pressure to make 
arrests so the more than 15 000 murders carried out between last year and march of this year the 
government has arrested only one soldier accused of being in the death squads and this is the only arrest for 
the killing of all of these civilians in fact in april of 1981 six members of the national guard were finally 
arrested for the murder of the american missionaries but no word has come on who they are and what will 
happen to them the new york times reported that a section of the salvadorian armed forces had even tried to 
block their arrests the government wouldn't say anything about it that's it i mean the news was given in the 
outside in the united states a long time before it was given in the salvador the thing is that the government 
says well they are arrested they are under custody and so and those guys normally had to to be processed 
had to be in front of a trial and that should be in the hands of the common justice i mean the regular justice 
and when i left the country as far as we knew uh all the the paperwork uh to had to be done by the by the 
common tribunals had not be done that means that the case still had not been remitted to the coming 
criminals one barometer of the degree of political repression in el salvador is the number of refugees that are 
fleeing the country many of them as mentioned earlier go to neighboring honduras where they then face the 
hostility of another pro-us military regime when pacifica radio spoke to miguel moncede of the human rights 
commission he had just returned from a visit with salvadorian refugees in honduras he explains their fears 
and their 
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he explains their fears and their motivation for leaving the country they will talk half an hour one hour but all 
the people the the new have been killed they will talk about how they had been living in them in the hills 
around the villages for 14 months because there was no conditions for them to stay at night in the house 
because the army could come or the national guard or the commandos were the commandos which are the 
the american trained special server during troops in san francisco qatar maurice said would come in the 
house and take them away so they were sleeping every night in the mountains in the hills around the village 
for 14 months and after and those what those peasants told me that in january at the end of november there 
was a big military operation in this area and that they had to leave the area they couldn't stand anymore so 
what happened is they traveled walking three days or four days or even sometimes more going from one 
village to another all the time avoiding the village itself and the roads walking through the mountains and 
every from every village of every area a few hundred peasants would travel north and it would join like 3 000 
of them or more close to the board of honduras and then they would decide to cross the border to look for 
refuge in honduras by groups one crossing into honduras that brought a good deal of media attention in the 
united states occurred on march 16th 17th and 18th of 1981. more than 3 000 salvadorian peasants running 
from aerial bombardments and military operations tried to ford the lempa river that separates el salvador 
from honduras for what i know is that on the 17th of march that only the 4000 crossed the border well you 
have to know that in that area the border between el salvador is in honduras more exactly the border 
between the the department of charity of cabanas in el salvador in the depart and the department of limpira 
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department of limpira in honduras is made by the rio emperor the river lampa which is a big river it's the 
biggest river of the country in el salvador and all the refugees had to cross the river swimming and they were 
being chased by helicopters and motor shells from the cybernetic army and they had to cross the river under 
the fire of those helicopters and those motors well they were mainly old people women breastfeeding 
children and many children in themselves very few men and they had so they had to cross the river and the 
crossing of the river was a very dramatic situation because of the of the helicopters shooting in them 
because the bombing of the shell of the motors you also have to know that those motors were not only 
shedding the river or the salvadoran side of the river but were also shelling the underwater inside of the river 
that means that salvadoran and malta was shelling actually the honduran territory without the honduran 
government doing any protest or whatever the fact is that it has it has been denounced uh there has been a 
close cooperation or collaboration between the iranian and sivadoring governments on this point it means 
that the day before the auto refugees started to cross us now in the morning the refugees started to cross the 
honduranian troop who was staying in the village of levitude moved out of the village and went along the 
border just to prevent refugees or savitarian campesinos to cross the river but they could not watch all the 
area because there were very few of them so what the campesinos were the peasants they just crossed the 
river at the point where there was no soldier and that makes the soldiers the iranian soldiers very angry 
because they had received order to prevent the peasants to cross but the peasant did cross 
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peasant did cross so they were kind of mad you know they have had a a feeling of having failed and first they 
behave really badly with the refugees and so i've heard testimonies from peasants and her testimony is also 
from american people who were working in that area you know social workers and also priests and who were 
just at the river when when the campesinos crossed and you know one of them went into the river and 
helped the kids to cross and the mother to swim across and so and so you also have to know that now and 
at that time too the rainy season was starting in el salvador and the peasants that area they live in the 
mountains and they don't know how to swim and it has been raining the days before and the waters of the 
river were high so quite a few of them were actually drowned and all took and were taken away by the 
current of the river it was because of that incident on the rio lempa that abc news finally broke the story on 
the massacre of salvadorian peasants reporter alex dressler of the san diego union witnessed the crossing 
and said he counted at least eight dead himself miguel moncede says the figure however was a good deal 
higher is there any indication or statistics of how many of the peasants were killed in the bombardments as 


they crossed it's it's a pretty it's i i could not give you any exact figure because nobody exactly knows i mean 
people who are who saw the thing and social workers on the under inside of the border actually do talk about 
a massacre but i would say for what i've heard and what i've talked with the people and and the estimates 
and so i would say that maybe 100 several million peasants died in the days because it was not only one day 
in the days of the crossing of the river but the us ambassador to el salvador dean hinton 
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dean hinton is skeptical about the reports of this so-called massacre at the rio lemba well i've heard various 
accounts of the incident i suppose you're referring to and i don't know what the truth is and i'm not sure that 
one can find the truth by interviewing individual solid iranians there are other stories about that incident some 
of the other stories would give more weight to the allegation that active guerrilla forces were being pursued 
and that there were armed guerrillas who were also going into honduras at that time both of these accounts 
from whichever standpoint do indicate that there was activity air activity over the river and the people were 
killed what brought it about and how you describe it to the world is hard to say you know unless you were 
there yourself if you rely on hearsay evidence whether it is from those people who think that the government 
forces were engaged in legitimate military activity or whether it is from salvage iranians who may or may not 
be guerrillas who are trying to present a picture of the horrors of war and they are horrible in a somewhat 
partial form i just don't know the u.s ambassador warns against hearsay evidence father robert gallagher is a 
jesuit priest from brooklyn he works in honduras aiding the refugees and he was present at the time of the rio 
lempa crossing his testimony given to pacifica radio in the lavitude refugee camps directly contradicts the 
ambassador's skepticism approximately 3 500 refugees fleeing from salvador tried to cross the river into 
honduras to seek refuge 


00:34:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=d1 TiuZIGZ5E&t=2041s 





into honduras to seek refuge when they finally got to the border and were trying to get through the river most 
of them couldn't even swim a helicopter from salvador started bombing them we fortunately got reports of it 
the the caritas staff here or catholic charity staff and the staff got down there sent word to me and i was able 
to get down there with some other people because most of the people couldn't even swim and we just had 
brigades of people going across picking up the people putting them on our backs and swimming across there 
were only two ropes between the two sides of the river and frayed uh as a result the process of moving the 
people was was terrible and during through throughout this whole thing is helicopters coming over and 
shooting machine gunning and mortars and all sorts of things a horrible scene again this would be typical 
and the people just don't know when one is something like this going to happen again and we can't we can't 
guarantee in any way shape or form that it will not happen again the level of security of the people the 
refugees on the border is zero there is no security u.s ambassador hinton told pacifica he is not only dubious 
about the reports regarding the rio lempa crossing but also questions the allegations made by the human 
rights commission and the catholic archdiocese he doesn't so much dispute the figures offered but rather 
centers his attacks on the organizations themselves i have seen some publications by one of these groups 
on quote deaths from repression and they claim that a hundred percent of the violence comes from the 
government or the right which is just manifestly absurd and i would suggest that one has got to look behind 
these groups which assume such names as socorro or human rights commission and see what the real links 
are and whether or not 
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whether or not they couldn't just conceivably be propaganda organizations for for some group in the society 
roberto cuellar of the legal aid office says the only organization behind his socorro ridico is the catholic 
church the legal aid office was founded in 1975 to investigate human rights violations it was founded by 10 
catholic lawyers in 1977 archbishop oscar romero decided to make our office the official human rights office 
of the catholic church and i had the honor and privilege of working with the archbishop and it is in his tradition 
that we continue to work for human rights and social justice and in favor of christians and the poor of el 


salvador notwithstanding the doubts raised in regard to the legal aid office by the u.s ambassador the 
present archbishop of san salvador monsignor riva edamas continues to recognize the legal aid office as the 
official human rights watchdog of the catholic church and while riva adamus has taken a more moderate 
position than archbishop romero in regard to the right of the poor to rebel he has been just as adamant in 
calling for an end to all u.s military assistance to the salvadorian hyundai american jesuit priest robert 
gallagher the one who works in those camps in honduras also expresses dismay at u.s policy in central 
america very unfortunate very sad role we have such an opportunity so much power and an awful lot of good 
people in the united states but are being duped into another vietnam type of situation the more money that 
the united states pours into arms and salvador 
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pours into arms and salvador the less chances there are for a peaceful negotiated peace and it seems 20 
more helicopters are going to be coming in more and more arms not just into salvador but also in tandoors 
so the reagan administration is saying to us down in latin america is that the only way uh to develop latin 
america is through arms and it's utterly ridiculous i think we find that in our past history like i mentioned in 
vietnam the only way that the situation in salvador is possibly come to a peaceful uh conclusion is if people 
get down to the table start working together to deal with the real issues and the real issues are lack of justice 
lack of human rights and a horrible distribution of wealth and giving arms so that people can kill one another 
is just prolonging the putting off the day the most important day and the only day that's going to make any 
kind of a change when people sit down and say we've got to change we cannot live in the type of situations 
we have where some people have everything you know and others have nothing that has to change 
president reagan secretary of state alexander haig and ambassador hinton however argue that the u.s 
presence in el salvador is necessary and beneficial it is they say a stabilizing and moderate force one that is 
trying to build a center ground between the extreme right and the extreme left and at the same time providing 
a line of defense against what ronald reagan called communist subversion in our hemisphere hence u.s 
military and economic assistance to el salvador for the fiscal years 82 and 82 83 is projected at over 250 
million dollars accompanying that are more than 50 u.s military advisers and while a number of press reports 
have said that the u.s military personnel including green berets are playing a central role in mapping 
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are playing a central role in mapping out the salvadorian government's counter-insurgency program 
ambassador hinton says they are fulfilling only a secondary role except in the symbolic sense well some of 
them i think have done a remarkable job in such areas as repair of coastal patrol boats which are essential 
for the interruption of armed shipments across the gulf of fonseca with the help of american mechanics and 
trainers those boats are back in action the trainers here have also done well with maintenance people at the 
helicopter air base they have helped on various other activities we've just had a medical survey team in the 
country and of course they have engaged in the rear areas in some small unit training that seems to be 
appreciated there's so few trainers that it's hard for me to be sure what effect this will have except that i think 
they symbolize and are welcomed by the hard-pressed salvador indian army as a symbol that the united 
states is a friend in time of need roberto cuellar of the church legal aid office says the u.s ambassador is 
wrong thinking that the united states is aiding el salvador by providing arms and green berets cuellar blames 
the united states for having supported for a half century a string of military regimes that block not only 
opposition political activity but also the economic and cultural development of el salvador cuillard accuses 
the ambassador and the 
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cuillard accuses the ambassador and the u.s government of hypocrisy in claiming that the u.s is providing a 
center ground against terrorism of the right and left i want to be clear about this we can't lose our objectivity i 
agree with the u.s state department that all the violence doesn't come from just the armed forces police 
national guard and death squads the guerrillas also engage in violence that's obvious but the important thing 


is to trace the causes of this violence why this violence i think the only terrorism we have experienced in el 
salvador since 1979 is the economic social and political terrorism financed planned organized and assisted 
by the united states it's very comfortable for the u.s to sit back and label the desperate actions of people tired 
of hunger and injustice as terrorism our people have exhausted every peaceful channel trying to effect some 
changes before declaring themselves in rebellion for the us government it's very easy to equate terrorism of 
the left and right but i repeat the right-wing terrorism has been financed organized and planned by the united 
states we have lived through years of official terrorism conceived at the highest levels of the government in 
washington that's the only terrorism that we salvadorians have been forced with the state department isn't 
fighting against that terrorism the united states isn't fighting against that terrorism 
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that terrorism and the reagan administration isn't upset about that terrorism in fact it needs to use that 
terrorism to defend its interest in central america and all of latin america as i've said before the real enemies 
of peace don't live in our continent the real enemies of peace live in the continent to the north of us is [Music] 
pacifica radio would like to thank the following organizations and people who in one way or another have 
collaborated in the making of this program the legal aid office of the archdiocese of san salvador the el 
salvador human rights commission the marinol sisters managua nicaragua the ecumenical council of 
development and national emergency of honduras the catholic relief service of tagucigalpa honduras renato 
camarda ann daly and tony cavan this program was recorded in san salvador tagucigalpa mexico city and 
los angeles in june and july 1981. el salvador it isn't really war was produced by mark cooper for pacifica 
radio in los angeles [Music] foreign 
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[Music] you [Music] pasta [Music] for information about obtaining copies of this program please write the 
pacifica program service 5316 venice boulevard los angeles california 90019 


END 


